Objectives : To evaluate the expression of Alpha V Beta 3 inlegrin (ccVpo) in infertile women with endometriosis in the midluteal in-phase endometrial biopsies.
INTRODUCTION
As a normal endometrial milieu is essential for implantation, evaluation of endometrial receptivity (the period during which successful implantation can occur) has been considered a basic goal in the assessment of infertile women 1- .
been shown to appear in the endoinetrial mucosa during this period suggesting that they may be 
PATIENTS & METHODS
In this prospective controlled study, we (Table I ).
All menstrual cycles included in the present study were ovulatory according to ultrasonographic criteria and midluteal serum progesterone concentration > 10 ng/ml. All samples were collected during the putative Egypt J, Fertil. Steril.
window of implantation (6-8 days postovulatory) from patients in whom the timing of biopsy was defined ultrasonographically and confirmed by histological criteria. (Fig. 1) There was no statistical significant difference (p>0.05) among the two groups as regards age, day of biopsy and histological data, table (I). Also, no statistical significant differences in midluteal serum concentrations of estradiol or progesterone were detected among patients of both groups (p > 0.05), (Table II) . Fourteen out of twenty five patients with endometriosis (56%) and four of twenty fertile controls (20%) had samples that were negative for aVp3 expression, (Table II, (Table IV, Fig 2) .
The epithelial progesterone receptors were down-regulated in all in-phase endometrial samples of both groups, (Fig 4) . Multiple regression analysis revealed that intcgrin expression was inversely correlated with epithelial PRs in normal fertile controls. (r=0.89, p=0.001), (Fig 5) , while in endometriosis, it was not, (r=0.14, p=0.39). Also, 
